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BULLETIN OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM 

AN EARLY MEXICAN LAV ABO 



A fine example of old Mexican maiolica, in the form of a convent, or 
church, laver and belonging to the period of about 1680- 1700, has recently been 
added to the Museum's unique collection of Mexican pottery. The bowl 
measures six and one-half inches in depth and twenty-five inches in diameter. 




MAIOLICA LAVABO, OR BASON, (25 in.) 

Made in Puebla, Mexico. 1680-1700 

Showing Spanish Influence 



It is of Spanish form and is decorated on the interior in blue in the "tattooed" 
style. In the centre is a large figure of St. Michael (San Miguel), with plumed 
headdress and flowing robes, and holding in his right hand a banner. Beneath 
his feet are seen the heads of three cherubs. The surrounding background is 
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filled in with outlined designs of foliage, birds, houses, etc., and around the 
deep sides of the bowl similar devices are scattered. The decoration shows a 
strong Spanish influence throughout. The beautiful deep, rich blue is char- 
acteristic of the Mexican maiolica of the late seventeenth century. The edge 
of the bowl is decorated with a series of five depressions at regular intervals. 
On the outside are scattered blue decorative designs of geometrical and floral 
character. Among the decorative motives of the interior we can trace flowers 
of various shapes, birds, insects, buildings of several varieties, some of them 
being represented by turreted towers. 

The tattoed style of decoration was one of three or four distinct styles of 
painting in vogue at Puebla, Mexico, in the last quarter of the seventeenth 
century. In this style the motives are outlined in pale blue and filled in with 
dots and dashes of dark Blue. This class of work is found on tiles, bowls, drug 
jars, barrel-shaped flower vases, spherical jars and other objects. 

One peculiarity of this style of decoration is the depressed effect of the 
parts covered with the dark blue pigment. Wherever a dot or line of dark 
blue occurs, the colors seem to have sunk into the glaze and made a depression 
in the surface. The effect is exactly opposite from that of another style of 
Mexican maiolica painting in dark blue, in which the pigment has been applied 
thickly with the brush and so stands out in relief above the surface. We are 
not able to explain the reason for the pitted effect of the tattoed decorations. 

The Spanish maiolica, from which the Mexican ware was derived, is painted 
in a thinner color, which is neither depressed below nor raised above the surface. 
Old Mexican maiolica can always be distinguished from the Spanish by these 
marked peculiarities of the blue color. j?. A. B. 

NOTES 

New Cases — By the will of the late Miss Mary Lewis, the Museum came 
into possession of the valuable collection of Cloisonne enamels formed by her 
brother, Dr. Francis W. Lewis, and the sum of one thousand dollars was also 
bequeathed by Miss Lewis for the purpose of purchasing exhibition cases. In 
the settlement of the estate, the Museum has recently received this bequest, 
and ten new cases of the most approved construction and of the best materials 
have been secured. Two other cases have also been constructed in the building 
and set in place, so that at present the pressing needs of the Museum for cases 
have been relieved. These new cases will be installed in the East Gallery. 

Visitors — The Review Club of Oak Lane, of which Mrs. J. F. Dechant is 
President, visited the Museum on the afternoon of May 4th, for the purpose of 
studying Spanish art and becoming acquainted with the collections of the 
Museum. Mrs. Stevenson and the Director explained to the Club some of 
the collections. 



